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Statement on the Death of Joe Skeen
December 8, 2003

Joe Skeen was a dedicated public servant
who worked tirelessly for the people of New
Mexico. He led an extraordinary life, from
his service in the Navy and the Air Force
Reserves to his work and many contributions
in the New Mexico State Senate and the
United States House of Representatives. He
was a strong leader of conviction and prin-
ciple. A good man, he will be missed by his
many friends. Laura and | send our condo-
lences to his wife, Mary, and their family and
friends.

Memorandum on Determination
Consistent With Section 620(q) of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as
Amended, and Section 512 of the FY
2002 and 2003 Foreign Operations,
Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Acts

December 8, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004-11

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of
Defense, the Administrator, U.S. Agency for
International Development

Subject: Determination Consistent with
Section 620(q) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended, and Section 512 of the
FY 2002 and 2003 Foreign Operations,
Export Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Acts

Consistent with the authority vested in me
by section 620(q) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, (22 U.S.C. 2370)
and section 512 of the FY 2002 and 2003
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations Acts, (Pub-
lic Law 107-115 and Public Law 108-7), |
hereby determine that the furnishing of as-
sistance to Liberia is in the national interest
of the United States and waive, with respect
to that country, the application of section
620(q) of the Foreign Assistance Act and sec-
tion 512 of the FY 2002 and 2003 Foreign
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Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Acts.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Railroad Retirement Board

December 8, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith the Annual Report of
the Railroad Retirement Board presented for
forwarding to you for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2002, consistent with the pro-
visions of section 7(b)(6) of the Railroad Re-
tirement Act and section 12(1) of the Rail-
road Unemployment Insurance Act.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 8, 2003.

Proclamation 7743—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 2003

December 8, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Last year, more than 17,000 people were
killed and 258,000 more were injured in alco-
hol-related crashes. Such accidents cause un-
necessary suffering, loss of life, and expense.
During National Drunk and Drugged Driv-
ing Prevention Month, we continue our ef-
forts to stop impaired driving and improve
the safety of our roads during the holiday
season and throughout the year.

We are enhancing both the education of
our citizens about the dangers of driving
while under the influence and our methods
for keeping impaired drivers off the road. My
Administration is helping in this fight by sup-
porting the enforcement of traffic programs
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that teach Americans about the risks of im-
paired driving. Earlier this year, my Adminis-
tration proposed to the Congress the Safe,
Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Trans-
portation Equity Act of 2003 (SAFETEA),
which would elevate safe transportation to a
national priority and increase State resources
for existing enforcement and education ef-
forts. While Federal help and funding are
important, State and local involvement is also
critical. As part of the Department of Trans-
portation’s National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s “You Drink & Drive. You
Lose.” national campaign, from December
19, 2003, through January 4, 2004, more than
10,000 law enforcement agencies will join
forces with community, health, government,
and business organizations to demonstrate
that impaired driving is unacceptable and un-
lawful.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 2003
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. | encourage all Americans to
join the “You Drink & Drive. You Lose.” na-
tional campaign to protect our citizens from
impaired drivers.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of December, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 10, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 9, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 11.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony
for Premier Wen Jiabao of China

December 9, 2003
Mr. Premier, members of the delegation,

it is my honor to welcome you to the White
House. Your visit reflects the increasing ties
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of cooperation and commerce between our
two nations.

America and China share many common
interests. We are working together in the war
on terror. We are fighting to defeat a ruthless
enemy of order and civilization. We are part-
ners in diplomacy working to meet the dan-
gers of the 21st century. We are full mem-
bers of a world trading system that rewards
enterprise and lifts nations.

Our two nations seek a Korean Peninsula
that is stable and at peace. The elimination
of North Korea’s nuclear programs is essen-
tial to this outcome. Realizing this vision will
require the strong cooperation of all North
Korea’'s neighbors. | am grateful for China’s
leadership in hosting the six-party talks which
are bringing us closer to a peaceful resolution
of this issue. And my Government will con-
tinue to work with China as it plays a con-
structive role in Asia and in the world.

The rapid rise of China’s economy is one
of the great achievements of our time. Chi-
na’s increasing prosperity has brought great
benefits to the Chinese people and to China’s
trading partners around the world. We recog-
nize that if prosperity’s power is to reach in
every corner of China, the Chinese Govern-
ment must fully integrate into the rules and
norms of the international trading and fi-
nance system.

China has discovered that economic free-
dom leads to national wealth. The growth of
economic freedom in China provides reason
to hope that social, political, and religious
freedoms will grow there as well. In the long
run, these freedoms are indivisible and es-
sential to national greatness and national dig-
nity.

As our two nations work constructively
across areas of common interest, we are can-
did about our disagreements. The growing
strength and maturity of our relationship al-
lows us to discuss our differences, whether
over economic issues, Taiwan, Tibet, or
human rights and religious freedom, in a
spirit of mutual understanding and respect.

China is a great civilization, a great power,
and a great nation. Premier Wen, when my
country looks forward to—my country looks
forward to working with you as China in-
creasingly takes its place among the leading
nations of the world.



